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fatten him ? There again the Government
has had its emissaries at work, and the
ploughman and his fellows have been
coaxed and amicably bullied until the
area, though not this particular little
village, has its own simply and scien-
tifically organised credit society. But the
co-operative society will lend money only
for productive purposes, and the plough-
man and his fellows nearly always want
loans, fantastic in disproportion to their
pitiful incomes, for weddings and festivals.
JSTo doubt if India were governed on the
remarkable principles which, after a
decade of peace, has brought us in England
to a condition of nobly suppressed bank-
ruptcy, the Government of India would
have set up, in the name of social service,
a Department of Weddings and Festivals
and poured out money in ways quite as
defensible and rather more amusing than
those of our own spendthrift politicians.
But before you can scatter largesse you
must have somebody to tax, and in India
relatively to the vast population there is